
Guidelines for the preparation of the requests for the allocation of timeslots for WHYCOS
DCPs

Background information

1. The regional channels on the Meteosat DCS channels are full up to the operation of MSG DCS
planned in mid 2001 when the number of regional channels will multiplied by 7. Therefore with a view
to allocating new timeslots, Eumetsat has to request the approval through CGMS of the other
operators of meteorological geostationary satellites for the use of international channels, normally
reserved for mobile stations. These guidelines have been developed taking into account this
constraint in the allocation of timeslots and the requirements of the WHYCOS and WWW
Programmes.

Requirements

2.  The transmission of data every three hours from the DCPs is the basic telecommunication
requirement for the WHYCOS Programme.

3. Within the framework of the WWW Programme, there are two major requirements to be
considered: to compile observations made at standard hours and to collect the observations as
quickly as possible after the time of observation. Each WMO Regional Association defines a list of
stations comprising the Regional Synoptic Basic Networks (RBSNs). The standard times of
observation at the stations comprising the RBSNs are the main and intermediate synoptic hours: 00,
03, 06, 09, 12, 15, 18 and 21 UTC. The reports made at the RBSN stations at the main and
intermediate synoptic hours should be collected within the 15 minutes following the observation’s
station filing time. The reports from the RBSNs stations should be exchanged on the GTS at the
regional and/or global levels. The reports from other stations are exchanged between countries
according to bilateral or multilateral agreements.

4. The WHYCOS DCPs are generally not installed at a RBSN station, but exceptions should not
be excluded. The highest priority for the WWW Programme is allocated to the collection of reports
from RBSN stations. For this reason the timeslots between HH+3 and HH+18  (HH being the main
and intermediate synoptic hours) should be reserved for the RBSN stations, assuming that the report
is ready for transmission in the DCP before HH+3. The timeslots between HH+18 and HH+183 should
therefore be allocated to the non-RBSN WHYCOS DCPs.

5. When considering the use of timeslots between HH+18 and HH+183, countries may wish to
reduce the time between the observation and the collection, and therefore to choose other times of
observation than the main and intermediate synoptic hours. The observation could be made at the
rounded hour before the timeslot, for example HH+60 for the timeslots between HH+63 and HH+123,
or at HH+120 for the timeslots between HH+123 and HH+183.
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6. When preparing requests for timeslots, each country should part its WHYCOS DCPs into four
lists. The first list should include the RBSN stations, for which timeslots should be allocated between
HH+3 and HH+18. The country should prepare three additional lists by distributing the non-RBSN
stations proportionally over the three timeslots HH+18 – HH+63, HH+63 – HH+123, HH+123 -
HH+183. For each non-RBSN WHYCOS DCP, the country should indicate if the observation should
be made at the main or intermediate synoptic hour or at the rounded hour preceding the timeslot.


